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 ǁ ŽƌĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĨŽƵŶĚĞƌŽĨ ůůŝĂŶĐĞŶƟ-Traﬁc
«Number of out-of-school children and young
adolescents is on the rise, reaching 124 million
in 2013.» (UNESCO-2015)

ŌĞƌϯ ϯ ǇĞĂƌƐŝŶƚŚŝƐĮ ĞůĚ͕ /Ăŵ ƉƌŽƵĚƚŽƐĂǇƚŚĂƚ/ŚĂǀ ĞĚĞǀ ŽƚĞĚŵǇƉƌŽĨĞƐͲ
ƐŝŽŶĂůůŝĨĞƚŽĨƵƚƵƌĞŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘ /ŚĂǀ Ğƚǁ ŽůŽǀ ĞůǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂŶĚĂƐĂŶǇĨĂͲ
ther, I am responsible for the world where they will live in the future.

My work with Vietnamese children started in
ϭϵϵϮĂŶĚŐƌĞǁ ƚŽǁ ŚĞƌĞ/ǁ ĂƐŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐϰϭƉƌŽͲ
jects in 15 provinces, giving marginalized children
ĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽƐĐŚŽŽůĂŶĚǀ ŽĐĂƟŽŶĂůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͘ dŚŝƐĞĚͲ
ƵĐĂƟŽŶĂůůŽǁ ĞĚƚŚĞƐĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŽĚƌĞĂŵŽĨĂ
ďĞƩ ĞƌĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘ , Ăǀ ŝŶŐŵĞƚŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚ ĞŵĂƐĂĚƵůƚƐ͕ ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞĐĂͲ
ƉĂďůĞŽĨƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐĂŶĚĞĚƵĐĂƟŶŐƚŚĞŝƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĨŽƌƚŚĞĨƵƚƵƌĞƚŚĂŶǁ ŚĂƚ
they envisioned for themselves years ago.

h ŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞǁ ŽƌůĚĂƌĞƐƟůůŝŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĂŶĚŵĂǇĨĂůů
ǀ ŝĐƟŵƚŽƚƌĂĸ ĐŬĞƌƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĐƌŝŵŝŶĂůƐ͘ t ĞĂƌĞĂůůƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌƐĂͲ
fety, security, and a future where they can realize their dreams. We all must
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŚĞĮ ŐŚƚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚĐƌŝŵŝŶĂůƐ͕ ƉƌĞĚĂƚŽƌƐĂŶĚŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵ ĞŶƚƐƚŚĂƚĚŽŶŽƚ
ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞĨƌĞĞĚŽŵĨŽƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŽŐƌŽǁ ĂŶĚĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉƚŽ
ƚŚĞŝƌĨƵůůƉŽƚ ĞŶƟĂů͘

^ŝŶĐĞ/ĨŽƵŶĚĞĚ ůůŝĂŶĐĞŶƟdƌĂĮ Đ͕ ƚŚĞŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶŚĂƐƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞŶŵĂŶǇ
ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀ ĞƐƚŽƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘ t ĞŚĂǀ ĞƌĞƐĐƵĞĚĂŶĚƌĞƉĂƚƌŝĂƚĞĚŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƐ
of children who were traﬃcked throughout Asia and Europe.

t ĞĂƌĞƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐƚŚŝƐďŽŽŬůĞƚƚŽƌĞŵŝŶĚƵƐƚŚĂƚĂůůĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ ŶŽŵĂƩ Ğƌǁ ŚŽ
their parents are, where they live and what their income level is, have great
dreams for the future. To quote Sir Ken Robinson, "We may not see the future, but they will, and our job is to help them make something of it."

&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕ ǁ ĞƉŝŽŶĞĞƌĞĚĂƌĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀ ĞŚĞĂůƚŚĂŶĚƐĞǆĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶƉƌŽͲ
gram for teenagers using a learner-centered approach. This program has
grown over the years and over 20,000 children have taken part. The Vietnamese government recognized that this program was one of the most eﬃĐŝĞŶƚŝŶƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶ͕ ĂƐŝƚĞŶĂďůĞƐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚĂĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶƚƐƚŽƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞƚŚĞ
ƌŝƐŬĂŶĚƉƌŽƚĞĐƚƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐĨƌŽŵƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŚƵŵĂŶƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐ͘
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Together we can help them
make their dreams come
true!
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FOREWORD
͞ /ĚŽŶ͛ ƚǁ ĂŶƚŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƚŽĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŵǇĨŽŽƚƐƚĞƉƐ͘ /ǁ ĂŶƚŚĞƌƚŽŚĂǀ ĞĂďĞƩ Ğƌ
future than mine. The only way to do so is for me to keep her in school as long
as I can.”
Over 60 million girls in the world are out of school (Oﬃce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights - OHCHR). Luckily, the 15 girls in the ﬁrst part in this
ďŽŽŬĂƌĞƐƟůůŝŶƐĐŚŽŽůĂŶĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽďĞƚŚĂŶŬƐƚŽ d͛ ƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ
high-risk children.
dŚĞǇĂƌĞĨƌŽŵƐĞǀ ĞŶƚŽĞŝŐŚƚĞĞŶǇĞĂƌƐŽůĚ͕ ĨƌŽŵƐĞĐŽŶĚŐƌĂĚĞƚŽƚǁ ĞůŌŚ ŐƌĂĚĞ͘ 
ĂĐŚƐƚŽƌǇƚŚĞǇƐŚĂƌĞŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌŚŽƉĞĨŽƌĂďĞƩ ĞƌĨƵƚƵƌĞǁ ŚŝĐŚĚĞƉĞŶĚƐŽŶ
ƚŚĞŝƌĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘ 
ǇƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕ ƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƌĞĐĞŝǀ ĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌƐĐŚŽŽůĨĞĞƐ͕ 
uniforms, school supplies, monthly follow-ƵƉƐ͕ ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĂŶĚŵĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌŝŶŝƟĂͲ
Ɵǀ ĞƐƚŽĞŶŚĂŶĐĞƚŚ ĞŝƌůŝĨĞƐŬŝůůƐ͕ ƐĞůĨ-esteem and conﬁdence.
ŵŽŶŐƚŚŽƐĞǁ ĞĂƌĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ͕ Į ŌǇƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ ĚŽŶŽƚŚĂǀ ĞĂƐƚĂďůĞƉůĂĐĞƚŽ
ůŝǀ Ğ͘ dŚ ĞǇůŝǀ ĞŝŶŚ ŽƵƐĞƐĂŶĚƌŽŽŵƐĨŽƌƌĞŶƚǁ ŝƚŚƌƵŶĚŽǁ ŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ E ŝŶĞƚǇtwo percent of the families have to rely on usury and loans to send their kids to
ƐĐŚŽŽů͘^ŽŵĞƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂƌĞĚƌƵŐĂĚĚŝĐƚƐĂŶĚĂƌĞ, /s ƉŽƐŝƟǀ Ğ͘ dŚ ĞĐŚĂŶĐĞƐĨŽƌ
the families being able to support their children to ﬁnish high school are low.
D ŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂƌĞŶŽƚĂǁ ĂƌĞŽĨƚŚ ĞŝƌŵŽƚŚĞƌƐΖŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞŵĞŶƚŝŶƉƌŽƐƟƚƵͲ
ƟŽŶŽƌƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŝƌĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂƌĞĚƌƵŐĂĚĚŝĐƚƐ͕ , /s ƉŽƐŝƟǀ ĞŽƌƐĞƌǀ ŝŶŐƟŵĞŝŶƉƌŝƐͲ
on. They are very hopeful about their lives. We would like to support these
hopes to keep them alive and realized.
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The second part of the book is about some women who are seeking to quit prosƟƚƵƟŽŶǁ ŝƚŚĂůŽĂŶĨŽƌǀ ŽĐĂƟŽŶĂůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĨƌŽŵ d͘ D ĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞŵŐƌĞǁ ƵƉŝŶ
ﬁnancially challenged families and did not have a chance to complete their eduĐĂƟŽŶ͘ dŚĞǇŚĂĚďĞĂƵƟĨƵůĚƌĞĂŵƐǁ ŚŝĐŚ ǁ ĞƌĞĐƌƵƐŚĞĚƚŚĞĚĂǇƚŚĞǇƋƵŝƚƐĐŚŽŽů
to start making their living. “My life has been so hard. I don’t dare to dream.”
The sex trade industry, along with all of its arms of debt bondage, violence,
ĂďƵƐĞ͕ ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐǇ͕ƐƟŐŵĂĂŶĚƉŽŽƌƐŽĐŝĂůĐĂƉŝƚĂů͕ŬĞĞƉƐƚŚŽƐĞǁ Ś ŽĨĂůůŝŶŝƚ 
long enough to accept it as their fate. Admirably, some do ﬁght back.
For these women, AAT provides a loan program to help to reduce sexual labor,
to be ﬁnancially stable enough to say no to sexual abuse and the risk of sexual
violence, to see a way out of the business and not to be involved in the business
of the sex trade, such as becoming a pimp or a traﬃcker themselves. With AAT’s
ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕ ƚŚĞƐĞǁ Žŵ ĞŶĐĂŶŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇǁ ŝƚŚĚƌĂǁ ĨƌŽŵƚŚŝƐĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟǀ ĞŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͘
The women herein did not only share their stories with us, they also have
ƐŚĂƌĞĚƚŚĞŝƌŝŶŶĞƌŵŽƐƚĞŵŽƟŽŶƐ͕ ĂŶĚǁ ĞĂƌĞŚŽŶŽƌĞĚƚŽǁ ŝƚŶĞƐƐƚŚĞŵ͘ D ĂŶǇ
ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐǁ ĞƌĞƚŽůĚŝŶƚĞĂƌƐ͘ dŚĞƐĞĂƌĞƌĂƌĞŵŽŵ ĞŶƚƐǁ ŚĞŶǁ ĞƐĞĞƚŚĞƐŽŌƐŝĚĞŽĨ
these women. They are always strong and resilient to survive and to compete in
their world. Taking them out of their world for a moment and asking them how
they feel is such a simple way to treat them dignity which
they have not experienced for so long.

The names of all of those within have been changed.
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THE RISK OF CHILDREN WHOSE RELATIVES ARE
INVOLVED IN PROSTITUTION

CHILDREN WHOSE RELATIVES ARE INVOLVED
IN PROSTITUTION IN VIETNAM

 ƐŵĂůůƉŽƌƟŽŶŽĨƚŚŝƐŐƌŽƵƉŚĂƐďĞĞŶŝĚĞŶƟĮ ĞĚĂƐĂǀ ĞƌǇ
high-ƌŝƐŬŐƌŽƵƉŽĨĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƟŶŐ, /s ͬ  / ^ǁ ŚĞŶƚŚĞŝƌŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ
ŚĂƉƉĞŶ ƚŽ ĞŶŐĂŐĞ ŝŶ ƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŚĂǀ Ğ , /s ͘  dŚĞƐĞ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĂƌĞ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ , /s ͬ  / ^ ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ
programs which are being gradually withdrawn from
Vietnam. These support programs leave a big a gap where
ƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŽĨǁ ŽŵĞŶŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚŝŶƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶǁ ŚŽĚŽŶŽƚ
ŚĂǀ Ğ, /s ĚŽŶŽƚƌĞĐĞŝǀ ĞĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞĂƩ ĞŶƟŽŶ͘ dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞ
documented cases of mothers, grandmothers and other male
ƌĞůĂƟǀ ĞƐĨŽƌĐŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͕ ŐƌĂŶĚĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂŶĚŶŝĞĐĞƐ
into the sex trade.
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Due to their unique living environment and
ƐŽĐŝĂů ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐ͕  ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ ŐŝƌůƐ ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ
daughters and young sisters of women
ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚŝŶƚŽƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĨĂĐĞŚŝŐŚĞƌƌŝƐŬŽĨ
sexual abuse, early sex debut and sex
traﬃcking.
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Rose

I live with my mother, my father
ĂŶĚŵǇůŝƩ ůĞƐŝƐƚĞƌŝŶ ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚϮŝŶ
Ho Chi Minh City. When I was 4,
my mother was pregnant with my
ůŝƩ ůĞƐŝƐƚĞƌ͘ dŚĂƚǁ ĂƐĂůƐŽƚŚĞƟŵĞ
when my father had to work far
away from home for a while. My
father is home now and he is not
healthy. My mother has to work
many jobs to support the family.
K Ŷǁ ĞĞŬĞŶĚƐ͕ ƐŚĞŽŌĞŶƚĂŬĞƐƵƐ
to the supermarket, the swimming
pool and playgrounds in big shopping malls. My mother is strict but
ǁ ĞĂůƐŽŚĂǀ ĞĂŐƌĞĂƚƟŵĞƚŽŐĞͲ
ther.

Born in 2008.
Currently in the second grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Fried chicken.
Favorite subjects: Math.
Favorite season: Winter.
Country I would like to travel to : The USA.
If studying abroad, I would choose: The USA.
Hobbies: Watching movies.

If I were rich, I would use the money to study abroad, pay my
mom’s debt and pay for my
father’s medical treatment.

The person I admire the most: Mom and dad.
My dream: I want to study very well and become a
doctor.
Favorite saying: “Có công mài sắt có ngày nên kim” –
WƌĂĐƟĐĞŵĂŬĞƐƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ͘
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" The future must not belong to
those who bully women. It must be
shaped by girls who go to school and
those who stand for a world where
our daughters can live their dreams
just like our sons."
- President Barack Obama

Daffodil
I like reading Doremon*. I’m very proud of myself
because I study very well. The most diﬃcult thing
that happened to me was when my house was
ﬂooded. I had to move around the house on chairs.

Born in 2008.
Currently in the second grade.

I love my mom because she cooks for me and
washes my clothes. When I grow up, I will become a
doctor. I will make money to take care of my mom. I
will cure illnesses for people.

Favorite color:
Favorite food: Hamburgers.
Favorite subject: Math.

This Christmas, I wish that Santa will give me a bicycle. I will ride the bicycle to school.

Favorite season: Winter.

I think that if I don’t go to school, I cannot read and
cannot become a doctor. I think that children
shouldn’t stop going to school to work because
there is no future doing that.

Country I would like to travel to : The USA.
If studying abroad, I would choose: the USA.
Hobbies: Watching cartoons.

If I had a lot of money, I would buy a
house for my mom, my grandma, my
brother and me.

The person I admire the most: My mom.
My dream: I want to become a doctor.

* A Japanese comic book series for kids
featuring a cat from the future.

14
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Clover
Born in 2005.
ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇŝŶƚŚĞĮ ŌŚŐƌĂĚĞ͘
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Chicken.
Favorite subjects: Drawing.
Favorite season: Spring.
Country I would like to travel to: Japan.
If studying abroad, I would choose: the USA.
Hobbies: Reading.
The person I admire the most: My mom.
Favorite saying: “Không có việc gì khó, chỉ sợ
lòng không bền” – There is nothing diﬃcult if
you are resilient enough.
My dream: I want to become an actress.

16
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My parents are divorced. My
mother borrows money to
pay for my school fees. My
health has not been so
good. I suﬀer from stomach
problems. I just recovered in
ƟŵĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǁ  ƐĐŚŽŽů
year. Twice a month, I have
to see a doctor and it costs
us a fortune. I haven’t been
able to help my mom much.
I would be so proud of myself if I could help her more.
She has done everything she
can for me. She loves me
and sacriﬁces for me a lot. I
really love and respect her.
If I had a lot of money now, I
would use it to help those
who are sick and poor.
17
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Acacia
Born in 2004.

My father passed away two years ago in 2013.
He was very sick. I loved him very much. Since
my father’s death, my mother, my brother and I
moved out from my grandparents house to a
ŚŽƵƐĞĨŽƌƌĞŶƚ͘ /ƚŝƐƉƌĞƩ ǇĨĂƌĂǁ ĂǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĐŝƚǇ
center. The house is right next to a canal and it
doesn’t smell very nice, especially during low
ƟĚĞ͘ ^ŝŶĐĞƚŚĞĮ ƌƐƚŐƌĂĚĞ͕ /ŚĂǀ ĞĂůǁ ĂǇƐďĞĞŶĂŶ
excellent student.

Currently in the sixth grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Fried chicken.
Favorite subjects: Vietnamese
literature.
Favorite season: Spring.
Country I would like to travel to : France.
If studying abroad, I would choose: Australia.
Hobbies: Watching TV.
The person I admire the most: Teacher Nguyen Ngoc Ky*.
Favorite saying: “Có công mài sắt có ngày nên kim” – Practice makes perfect.
My dream: I want to become a fashion designer.
Favorite saying: “Có công mài sắt có ngày nên kim.”
*Teacher Nguyen Ngoc Ky, born in 1947, contracted polio when he was four and lost
the use of his arms. In spite of his disability, he trained himself to write with his feet and
became a teacher .
18
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That makes mother very happy and myself very
proud. My mother’s health is not very good.
^ŚĞ͛ ƐŽŌĞŶƐŝĐŬ͘ t ŚĞŶƐŚĞ͛ ƐƐŝĐŬ͕ ƐŚĞ͛ Ɛǀ ĞƌǇƐĂĚ
because she cannot go to work. Recently, she
had a small bike accident. She had to stay at
home for a week. I love my mom for the great
love she has for me. She’s there for me
ĂŶǇƟŵĞĂŶĚĂŶǇǁ Ś ĞƌĞ͘
This Christmas, I would like to ask Santa Claus
for my mom to be healthier and will live with
me forever because I love her very much.
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Primrose
Born in 2003. Currently in the seventh grade.
Favorite color:

I have a younger brother who is in
second grade. My mother is raising
ƵƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŵ ǇĨĂƚŚĞƌůĞŌƵƐĂůŽŶŐ
ƟŵĞĂŐŽ͘ D ǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŵĂŬĞƐƐƵƌĞ
ƚŚĂƚ / ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƐĐŚŽŽů͘
She’s not afraid of hardship to take
care of me. If I had a lot of money
now, I would help my mom to pay
all of her debt. Then, I would use
some to help people in remote
ĂƌĞĂƐ͕ ƉĞŽƉůĞǁ ŝƚŚĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐĂŶĚ
orphans. I would use the rest for my
studies, for my food and for books.

Favorite food: rice with stewed pork, Chinese
sausage and fried pork.
Favorite subjects: Drawing, music, English,
Math and biology.
Favorite season: Spring.
Country I would like to travel to: Singapore and
the UK.
If studying abroad, I would choose: The UK.
Hobbies: I like drawing, singing and watching TV.
The person I admire the most: Đông Nhi (a singer), Xa Thi Mạn and Dương Di.
(actresses)
Favorite saying: “Nhất tự vi sư, bán tự vi sư.” – Those who teach you a word
are your teachers. Those who teach you half a word are also your teacher.
My dream: I want to become a fashion designer.
20
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“Educate a boy, and you educate an
individual. Educate a girl, and you
educate a community.”
Greg Mortenson

Lily

My sister Sunset Safary
(Next page)

Born in 2003
Currently in the seventh grade
Favorite colors:
Favorite food: Hot pots.
Favorite subjects: Music.
Country I would like to travel to: The UK.
If studying abroad, I would choose: The
USA.
Hobbies: Playing with my phone, playing
hide and seek with my friends in the
neighborhood.
The person I admire the most: My grandma because she cares about me the
most. She cooks for me and takes care of
me when I’m sick.
My dream: To become a famous businessperson.
-2222

Lily and I (Sunset Safari) are going
to the same school. We live with
our mom and our grandparents.
Our grandpa had a stroke. He cannot stand or move around by himself. If we had a lot of money, we would
use it to make our grandpa healthy again.
K ƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐĂůƐŽǀ ĞƌǇƐŝĐŬƐŽŵ ĞƟŵĞƐ͘ dǁ ŽǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͕ ŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌƐƚĂƌƚĞĚƚŽ
work far away. He comes back once or twice a month. We love him but we
love our mother more because she has to work to support us. She helps our
ŐƌĂŶĚŵĂƐĞůůŐƌŝůůĞĚƌŝĐĞƉĂƉĞƌΎŽŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚ͘ ^ŽŵĞƟŵ ĞƐ͕ ƐŚĞŚĂƐƚŽďŽƌƌŽǁ 
ŵŽŶĞǇ;ƟҲŶĜӈŶŐĂŶĚƟҲŶŐſ ƉͿƚŽƉĂǇŽƵƌƐĐŚŽŽůĨĞĞƐ͘ 
We are very shy kids. We don't like talking to strangers
23

Sunset Safary

My young sister Lily

Born in 2002.
Currently in the eighth grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Rice with frog legs.
Favorite subjects: Music.

Country I would like to travel to: France. I want to visit people in Paris
ĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĂƩ ĂĐŬ͘ /͛ ŵƐĐĂƌĞĚďƵƚ/ǁ ŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽǀ ŝƐŝƚƚŚĞŵ͘ 
If studying abroad, I would choose: Japan or Korea. I like their languages
and I think that their cultures and their customs are very nice.
Hobbies: Singing songs by Son Tung MTP.
The person I admire the most: Son Tung because he sings very well and
he is handsome.
My dream: I don't have a dream. I just want to be healthy and live well.
24
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Sunset Safari would like to
buy a house for her mom.
Now they have to live with
11 people in a house. She
doesn’t like it very much
because she doesn’t have privacy or quiet. Lily, on the
contrary, likes living with a
big family. She thinks that
it is fun.
25

Iris
Born in 2003.
Currently in the seventh grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Beef, chicken and ﬁsh
Favorite subjects: Math.
Favorite season: Summer.
Country I would like to travel to :
France.
If studying abroad, I would choose: France.
Hobbies: Watching movies, playing games and going out with friends.
The person I admire the most: I love my mom the most because she is
so gentle and close to me.
My dream: I want to be come a successful and well-known person.

26
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My mother and I are living in a house
for rent now. My father passed away.
My mother works and borrows money to pay my school fees. She is
ŽŌĞŶŝŶĚĞďƚ͘ 
I can do math very quickly and I’m
very proud about that. When people
ask me what most challenging thing
that I have ever experienced is, I think
that if I have overcome it, it is not a
challenge anymore. For me, the most
challenging things are things that I
don’t want to do but are forced to.
If I had 1 billion VND, I would give it to
my mom. She would open a business
and then buy a house and a bike. I would tell my mom to buy things she
likes but she has never had before. I would buy more clothes. I would help
those who are poorer than me.
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Daisy
Born in 2001.
Currently in the ninth grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food:^ƉĂŐŚĞƫ ĂŶĚƐĞĂǁ ĞĞĚ
Favorite subjects: Physic.
Favorite season: Summer.
Country I would like to travel to : Singapore.
If studying abroad, I would choose: The USA.
Hobbies: Helping my mom around the house.
The person I admire the most: Mom. She takes care of me and
teaches me right form wrong.
My dream: I want to be a chef or a pharmacist.
Favorite saying: “Đói cho sạch, rách cho thơm” - A clean fast is
ďĞƩ ĞƌƚŚĂŶĂĚŝƌƚǇďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚ͘
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I want to go to school because that is the only
way to make my dream come true. My family
(my parents, my two siblings and I) are living in
a house for rent in District 4 in Ho Chi Minh
City. What makes me sad the most is when we
don’t have enough money to pay school fees. In
order to support my schooling, my mother has
to borrow money from money lenders with an
interest of 20% a month. When I was late to pay
my school fees, my teacher would call out the
names of those haven’t paid in front of the
class. I felt very embarrassed. This year, I’m
very happy that I don’t have to experience that
anymore thanks to the scholarship from AAT.
In November 2015, the scholarship program
ŝŶǀ ŝƚĞĚŵ ĞƚŽĂǁ ĂƚĞƌƉĂƌŬ͘ /ƚǁ ĂƐĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞ
ƐŝŶĐĞ/ŚĂĚƚŚĂƚŵƵĐŚĨƵŶ͘ /ĚŽŶ͛ ƚŽŌĞŶŚĂǀ Ğ
chance to play like that. I would love more acƟǀ ŝƟĞƐůŝŬĞƚŚĂƚ͘ 
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Magnolia
Born in 2001.
Currently in the ninth grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Fr ied chicken.
Favorite subject: Math.
Favorite season: Spr ing.
Country I would like to travel to:
The USA.
If studying abroad, I would choose:
The USA.
Hobbies: Watching movies.
The person I admire the most: M y
sister. She has to take care of me and
my father.
My dream: I want to become a
flight attendant so I can travel to many countries.

I live with my sister at our uncle’s house Tân Phú. I don’t know
our mother because she abandoned us when I were very small.
ŌĞƌƐŚ ĞůĞŌ͕ ǁ ĞŵŽǀ ĞĚŝŶƚŽůŝǀ Ğǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƌƵŶĐůĞ͘ K ƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌǁ ĂƐ
ƐŝĐŬĂŶĚĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ ƚǁ ŽƌŬĂƚ ƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘ D ǇƐŝƐƚĞƌƋƵŝƚ ƐĐŚŽŽůƚŽƚĂŬĞ
care of him. She was in tenth grade. Then she started to work,
taking care of me and my father. I love her very much because
she has done a lot for me and for my father. My father just passed away. We are very sad but we have to move on. Right now,
ǁ ĞƐƟůůůŝǀ Ğǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƌƵŶĐůĞ͛ ƐĨĂŵŝůǇ͘t ĞĂƌĞŶŽƚƐƵƌĞǁ ŚĂƚǁ ŝůů
come next.

Favorite saying: One day of travel
will bring you a wealth of wisdom.

30
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Hyacinth
Born in 2000. Currently in the tenth grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Pizza, sushi, beef noodle (phở).
Favorite subjects: English and Math.
Favorite season: Spring.
Favorite book: Chicken soup for thought.

Country I would like to travel to: The USA, Australia, Singapore and Thailand. I love travelling although I don’t travel much. I love travelling although
I don’t travel much. I would like to travel by airplane. I have never been on
one.

I’m living with my mother, my grandma and my aunt in District 4 in Ho Chi
Minh City. My mom is a hardworking and gentle person. Mom is always
there for me. She always reminds me not to give up. She says that it is important that I be able to stand up on my own. I was born into a family that is
not wealthy but I’m surrounded by those who love and care about me. That
makes me very happy and proud.
When my grandfather passed away. It was a great loss to me. He was the
person I loved and respected the most in my life. He was the one who alǁ ĂǇƐĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚŵĞƚŽŽǀ ĞƌĐŽŵ ĞĚŝĸ ĐƵůƟĞƐ͘ 
Being able to go to school is very important for me. Going to school helps
me explore new things in the world. It opens new roads and new doors for
my future. I would like to study English more so that I can become a tour
guide.

If studying abroad, I would choose: The USA, France and Singapore.

“A girl child who is even a little
bit educated is more conscious of
family planning, health care
and, in turn, her children' s
own education.” - Azim Premji

Hobbies: I help my mom to cook, do the dishes and listen to music .
The person I admire the most: I admire Bill Gates because I heard that he
has worked very hard from zero and become very wealthy.
Favorite saying: “We can't choose where we come from, but we can choose
where we go from there.”
32
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Bluebell
Born in 2000, currently in the tenth grade.

My father passed away when I was ﬁve. Before that, he
was very ill. My mother had to sell our house to have
ŵŽŶĞǇĨŽƌĚĂĚ͛ ƐƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͘ , ĞƐƟůůĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ ƚŵĂŬĞŝƚ͘ /
live with my mother and another sibling in a house for
rent in District 5 in Ho Chi Minh City. In order for me to
go to school, my mother has to borrow from money
lenders. This year, she is in a debt of 10 million VND.
^ŚĞŚĂƐƚŽƉĂǇϭϬϬ͕ ϬϬϬs E  ĂĚĂǇƵŶƟůƐŚĞƉĂǇƐŝƚŽī ͘ 

Favorite color:
Favorite food: Ice cream and snacks.
Favorite subjects:WŚǇƐŝĐĂůĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ D ĂƚŚ͕ ĚƌĂǁ ŝŶŐĂŶĚŵ ƵƐŝĐ͘
Favorite season: Spring and winter.
Country I would like to travel to: Korea, Japan, the USA and Canada.
If studying abroad, I would choose: Korea and Japan.

My mother would like me to go to university and
become a teacher because she thinks that a teacher
ŚĂƐĂƐƚĂďůĞƐĂůĂƌǇĂŶĚǁ ŚĞŶ/ƌĞƟƌĞ͕ /ǁ ŝůůŚĂǀ ĞĂƉĞŶͲ
sion.

Hobbies: Reading comic books and listening to music.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to
change the world.” - Nelson Mandela.

The person I admire the most:
Sister Hai Xuân and the ARA
band.
Favorite saying: Playing while
learning.
My dream: I wish I could study
abroad and have the freedom
to do whatever I want.
34
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Lilac
Born in 1999.
My father passed away when I was very young. My memory
ĂďŽƵƚŚŝŵŝƐǀ ĞƌǇǀ ĂŐƵĞ͘ /ŽŶůǇƌĞŵ ĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚŚĞǁ ĂƐƉƌĞƩ ǇŚ Žƚ
-tempered. I’m living with my grandparents in Cu Chi. My mother works in Ho Chi Minh City to support my schooling. Once in
a while, I take the bus to visit her. She seldom comes to visit me
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƐŚĞĐĂŶŶŽƚƚĂŬĞƟŵĞŽī ͘ ^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐƐŚĞŚĂƐƚŽďŽƌƌŽǁ 
money to pay for my school fees. She said that because I study
well, she will try her best to keep me in school.

Currently in the eleventh grade .
Favorite color:
Favorite food: food cooked by mom.
Favorite subjects: Math and English.
Favorite season: Rainy season.
Country I would like to travel to: Korea. I watch Korean dramas and ﬁnd
ƚŚĂƚ<ŽƌĞĂŝƐǀ ĞƌǇďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͘dŚĞŝƌĨŽŽĚůŽŽŬƐĚĞůŝĐŝŽƵƐƚŽŽ͕ ŝŶƚŚĞĚƌĂŵĂ͘ 

I’m very proud that I have never given up. I always try to study
the best I can so that I can make enough money to take care of
my mother in the future. The end of ninth grade was terrifying
ĨŽƌŵĞ͘ /ǁ ĂƐĂĨƌĂŝĚƚŚĂƚ/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ ƚƉĂƐƐƚŚĞĞǆĂŵƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽ
tenth grade. I wouldn’t know what to do if I failed the test.
>ƵĐŬŝůǇ͕/ƉĂƐƐĞĚƚŚĞĞǆĂŵĂŶĚĞŶƌŽůůĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐĨŽƌŐŝŌĞĚ
students. I was so happy.

If studying abroad, I would choose: &ƌĂŶĐĞ͘ /ŚĞĂƌĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐŚŽŽƟŶŐĂŶĚ
ďŽŵďŝŶŐŝŶWĂƌŝƐ͘ /͛ ŵĂůŝƩ ůĞƐĐĂƌĞĚ͘ 
Hobbies͗ t ĂƚĐŚŝŶŐds ͘ /ƐƉĞŶĚŵ ŽƐƚ ŽĨŵ ǇƟŵ ĞƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐĂƚƐĐŚŽŽůĂŶĚƚ ĂͲ
ŬŝŶŐĞǆƚƌĂĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘ /ůŝŬĞƐŽĐŝĂůĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐĂŶĚŚĞůƉŝŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶĚŝĸ ĐƵůƟĞƐ͘ 
The person I admire the most: My mother, of course. She has to work very
hard for me to have a comfortable life.
Favorite saying: “Study or die,” that’s what my teacher often says.
My dream: I want to become a teacher of English. I love teaching.
36
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Dandelion
/ůŝǀ Ğǁ ŝƚŚŵǇŵŽŵĂŶĚŵǇůŝƩ ůĞƐŝƐƚĞƌŝŶŵǇ
grandparents house. My sister has been disabled
since she was one. She has some mental health
ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐĂŶĚĐĂŶŶŽƚĂƩ ĞŶĚƐĐŚŽŽů͘D ǇĨĂƚŚĞƌ
passed away 6 years ago when he was 36 years
ŽůĚĂŌĞƌďĞŝŶŐĞůĞĐƚƌŽĐƵƚĞĚ͘ ^ŝŶĐĞƚŚĞŶ͕ ŵǇŵŽͲ
ther has been the one who takes care of the family.

Born in 1998, currently in the
twelfth grade
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Everything.
Favorite subjects: English.
Favorite season: Winter.
Country I would like to travel to:
The USA, especially Los Angeles. When I and my friends wander in parks in
ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚϭ͕ ǁ ĞŽŌĞŶƚĂůŬƚŽĨŽƌĞŝŐŶĞƌƐĂŶĚŽǀ ĞƌƐĞĂƐs ŝĞƚŶĂŵ ĞƐĞ͘ dŚĞǇƚĞůůƵƐ
about Los Angeles.

I’m proud to be able to do what I like for myself. I
cut my hair very short. Other people wouldn’t dare to do so because
it doesn’t go very well with áo dài*. I don’t care. I like it and I did it. I
don’t think appearance is as important as who you are inside. I’m also
proud that I’m very economical. I spend money very carefully because
I haven’t made money myself. I rely on my mother. I have to remember how hard my mother is working to make money.

If studying abroad, I would choose: The USA.
Hobbies: Listening to music. I like Beyoncé and her song Distance.
The person I admire the most: my dad. He was so loving and caring. He loves
ŚŝƐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƵŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͘/ǁ ŝůůŶŽƚďĞĂďůĞƚŽĮ ŶĚĂŶǇŵĂŶƚŚĂƚŝƐĂƐŐŽŽĚ
as my father.
My dream: I want to open a street style coﬀee shop where you sell coﬀee
and other things such as clothes. You can also have a hair salon combined
with the coﬀee shop.
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/ǁ ĂŶƚƚŽĞŶƌŽůůŝŶƵŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚ ǇƚŽƐƚƵĚǇĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐŶĞǆƚǇĞĂƌ͘ /͛ ŵ
not so sure how to do it. I will try to ﬁnd a scholarship. If not, I may
have to quit studying and do something else.
39

*s ŝĞƚŶĂŵĞƐĞƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůĐŽƐƚƵŵĞǁ ŚŝĐŚŝƐƵƐĞĚĂƐŚŝŐŚƐĐŚŽŽůƵŶŝĨŽƌŵƐŝŶŵĂŶǇ
schools in Vietnam.

Marigold

I quit school when I was in the tenth grade. I didn’t go to school for
several years because my family was too poor. Then last year, I
went back to school. I don’t want my life to be diﬃcult anymore. I
want to go to school so that I will have a proper job. I want to
become a teacher at a primary school because it doesn’t cost
ŵƵĐŚƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞĂƚĞĂĐŚĞƌĂŶĚŝƚŝƐŶ͛ ƚǀ ĞƌǇĐŽŵƉĞƟƟǀ ĞƚŽĞŶƌŽůůŝŶ
that program. My mother is not very healthy. She works to support
my expenses. I was born into a poor family, witnessing my mom
ƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐĂŶĚĚƌŽƉƉŝŶŐŽƵƚŽĨƐĐŚŽŽůƚ ǁ ŝĐĞ͕ ďƵƚ/ƐƟůůĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬƚŽ
school. That makes me very proud of myself. I don’t give up.

Born in 1995.
Currently in the twelfth grade.
Favorite color:
Favorite food: Grilled chicken.
Favorite subjects: Vietnamese literature.
Favorite season: Winter.
Country I would like to travel to: Korea.

dŚĞŚĂƌĚĞƐƚƟŵ ĞĨŽƌŵĞǁ ĂƐǁ Ś ĞŶ/ƐƚŽƉƉĞĚŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƐĐŚŽŽů͘ǀ ĞƌǇ
day, I fought with the thoughts of abandoning my dreams and my
ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘ /ǁ ĂƐũĞĂůŽƵƐǁ ŝƚŚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐǁ ŚŽǁ ĞƌĞƐƟůůŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƐĐŚŽŽů͘

If studying abroad, I would choose: The UK.
Hobbies: Watching movies online.
Favorite book: Chicken soup for the soul.

I treasure what my mother has done to make sure I have what I
have. No one would know how much she has to give in order for
me to have a good life.

The person I admire the most: Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge.
Favorite saying: “If you are born poor its not your mistake, but if you die
poor its your mistake.” (Bill Gates)

I wish I had enough money to buy my mom a house so that she
doesn’t have to worry about paying the rent every month
anymore.

My dream: I want to be a successful person.
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Aster
ͨ /ĚŽŶΖƚǁ ĂŶƚƚŽƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƚĞŵǇƐĞůĨĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͘ ͩ 
«I don't want to harm myself anymore.»
I was born in 1993. I am the eldest child and have two brothers.
The older one is in the army and the younger one is in eighth
grade. In 2011, I went to Saigon when I passed the university
ĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞĞǆĂŵƚŽƐƚƵĚǇďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĂĚŵ ŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͘ /ĂůƐŽĂƉƉůŝĞĚ
ƚŽƚŚĞƐĐŚŽŽůĨŽƌƐƚĂŐĞĂƌƚďƵƚ/ǁ ĂƐƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ͘ ŌĞƌŽŶĞŵ ŽŶƚŚ
ƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐƚŚĞďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕ /ǁ ĂƐďŽƌĞĚĂŶĚ
quit. I started to work for many restaurants but the work was
too hard. I switched to working for cafes. My parents were furious. Last year, I fell in love with a guy. Later I found out that he
just wanted to take advantage of me; to have sex with me. I was
heartbroken. I hated him and I hated myself. I started to sleep
ǁ ŝƚŚŵĞŶĨŽƌŵŽŶĞǇ͘/ŶĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕ /ŽŶĐĞƚƌŝĞĚƚŽĐŽŵŵŝƚƐƵŝͲ
cide. I survived and realized what a fool I was. I want to come
back to my hometown of Dalat. That's where I belong. I applied
ĨŽƌĂůŽĂŶĨƌŽŵ dƚŽƚĂŬĞĂǀ ŽĐĂƟŽŶĂůĐŽƵƌƐĞŝŶŚĂŝƌĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ͘ /
ĚŽŶΖƚǁ ĂŶƚƚŽƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƚĞŵǇƐĞůĨĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͘ /ĚŽŶΖƚǁ ĂŶƚƚŽŚĂƌŵ 
ŵǇƐĞůĨĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͘ /ůŽǀ ĞŵĂŬŝŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞƉƌĞƩ Ǉ͕ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚŵǇƚƌƵĞ
ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶŝƐƚŽďĞĐŽŵ ĞĂƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐĂƌƟƐƚ͕ ůŝŬĞĂĚĂŶĐĞƌ͘

Picture by Laurent Weyl / Argos.

Part 2:
DARE TO DREAM
“My life has been too hard. I don’t dare to dream.”
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Tulip

« /ĚŽŶ͛ ƚǁ ĂŶƚƚŽǁ ŽƌŬĂƐĂƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƚĞĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ
...I’m too young.»
I’m from Ben Tre and was born in 1997. I’m the oldest child and have two
brothers. I quit school when I was in tenth grade in 2013. My family couldn’t
aﬀord my schooling. I voluntarily did it so that my parents would be able to
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŵǇƚǁ ŽďƌŽƚŚ ĞƌƐƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽŐŽƚŽƐĐŚŽŽů͘/ƚǁ ĂƐŶ͛ ƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞŵǇ
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂƐŬĞĚŵĞƚŽƋƵŝƚŽƌďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/͛ ŵĂŐŝƌů͘ŌĞƌƋƵŝƫ ŶŐƐĐŚŽŽů͕/ĐĂŵĞ
to Ho Chi Minh City to look for a job. I started to work for a cafe. The salary
was low, 1.5 million VND a month (~67 USD). I switched to work for a restaurant for 2 million VND a month (~89 USD). At ﬁrst, I didn’t think that I would
ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞƐ͕ ďƵƚƚŚĞƐĂůĂƌǇǁ ĂƐŶŽƚĞŶŽƵŐŚƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŵ ǇͲ
self and my family. To help me, the restaurant owner introduced me to customers who wanted sexual services. The owner takes 30% of the money I
make for each service. I keep 70%. Every month, I send my parents about 2
million VND (~89 USD). They don’t know that I work for a drinking restaurant. They would not be happy because there are many male customers in a
drinking restaurant. I told them that I work for a cafe.
/͛ ŵƐŚĂƌŝŶŐĂŚŽƵƐĞĨŽƌƌĞŶƚǁ ŝƚŚŵǇĂƵŶƚ͘ ^ŚĞǁ ŽƌŬƐĂƐĂƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƚĞƚŽŽ͘ 
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^ŚĞƚŽůĚŵ ĞŶŽƚƚŽŐĞƚƚŽŽŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚŝŶƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/͛ ŵ ƐƟůůǀ ĞƌǇ
ǇŽƵŶŐ͘ /ĐŽƵůĚŚĂǀ ĞĂďĞƩ ĞƌĨƵƚƵƌĞƚŚĂŶƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ͘ 
/Ĩ/ŚĂĚĮ ŶŝƐŚĞĚƚǁ ĞůŌŚŐƌĂĚĞ͕ /ĚŽŶ͛ ƚƚŚŝŶŬ/ǁ ŽƵůĚŚĂǀ ĞďĞĞŶĂŶǇĚŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ
from now. One would need a university degree to have good job in this city. I
have never dared to dream of going to university. I know for a fact that my
family cannot aﬀord it. But if we could, I would love to go on to university to
ƐƚƵĚǇĂĐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ͘ 
I always wanted to learn a career to be able to work properly but I have neǀ ĞƌďĞĞŶĂďůĞƚŽĂī ŽƌĚŝƚ͘ /ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞƚŚĂƚ/ǁ ŽƵůĚĚŽŵƵĐŚďĞƩ ĞƌŝĨ/͛ ŵƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ
for a career. I’m very fortunate to learn more about nail art with the support
ĨƌŽŵd͘ ŌĞƌĮ ŶŝƐŚŝŶŐŵ Ǉǀ ŽĐĂƟŽŶĂůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͕ /ǁ ŝůůĮ ŶĚĂũŽďĂŶĚƐĂǀ ĞƵƉ
ƚŽŽƉĞŶĂƐĂůŽŶŽĨŵǇŽǁ Ŷ͘ /ĚŽŶ͛ ƚǁ ĂŶƚƚŽǁ ŽƌŬĂƐĂƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƚĞĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͘ /͛ ŵ
too young.
I like travelling but I have never travelled. I wish I could travel to the US beĐĂƵƐĞ/ŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚƉĞŽƉůĞŵĂŬĞďĞĂƵƟĨƵůŶĂŝůĂƌƚƚŚĞƌĞ͘ ^ŽŵĞƟŵ ĞƐ/ĚƌĞĂŵ
that I would get married to an American so that I can go to the US to work in
a nail salon.
I have nothing to be proud about myself. When I have a career, I will be.
WĞŽƉůĞŽŌĞŶƉƌĂŝƐĞŵ ĞĨŽƌďĞŝŶŐƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞǁ ŝƚŚŵ ǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͘ /ǁ ĂƐƐŽŚĂƉƉǇ
when I got my ﬁrst salary and sent it to my parents.
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Senna
I was born in 1982 in Ho Chi Minh City. I stopped going to school when I was
ŝŶƐĞǀ ĞŶƚŚŐƌĂĚĞ͘ E ŽŶĞŽĨŵ ǇŽƚŚĞƌƚŚƌĞĞƐŝďůŝŶŐƐŚĂƐĂŐŽŽĚĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĞŝͲ
ther. The income from my father working in a factory and my mother planƟŶŐĂŶĚƐĞůůŝŶŐǀ ĞŐĞƚĂďůĞƐǁ ĂƐŶŽƚĞŶŽƵŐŚƚŽƐĞŶĚĂŶǇŽĨƵƐƚŽƐĐŚŽŽů͘/Ĩ/
ŚĂĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚƚŽƵŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕/ǁ ŽƵůĚŚĂǀ ĞďĞĐŽŵ ĞĂƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ͘ 
D ǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚůĞŌŵĞǁ ŚĞŶ/ŚĂĚŵǇƐĞĐŽŶĚĐŚŝůĚǁ ŚŽŝƐŶŽƚŚĞĂůƚŚǇ͘, ŝƐ
ŚĞĂĚŝƐƚŽŽďŝŐĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚƚŽŚŝƐďŽĚǇĂŶĚĂƚϯ ǇĞĂƌƐŽůĚ͕ ŚĞƐƟůůĐĂŶŶŽƚ 
ƐƉĞĂŬ͘ D ǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŝƐϵǇĞĂƌƐŽůĚŶŽǁ ĂŶĚƐŚĞĂůƐŽŚĂƐĂŚĞĂůƚŚĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ͘ 
 ŽĐƚŽƌƐƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐǁ ƌŽŶŐǁ ŝƚŚŚ Ğƌǀ ĞŝŶƐ͘ ^ŚĞŽŌĞŶŚĂƐ
ŶŽƐĞďůĞĞĚƐ͘ ^ŚĞŚĂĚĂŶŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƚŚƌĞĞǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͘ , ĞƌŚĞĂůƚŚ ŝƐďĞƩ ĞƌďƵƚ 
her personality is very strange. To get rid of the burden of taking care of two
ƐŝĐŬĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ ŵ ǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚũƵƐƚůĞŌƵƐ͘ 
/͛ ŵůŝǀ ŝŶŐŝŶĂŚŽƵƐĞĨŽƌƌĞŶƚǁ ŝƚŚŵǇĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚŵ ǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘ D ǇůŝƩ ůĞŽŶĞ
is going to kindergarten and my older one is in third grade. I enjoy cooking
for my kids. I learned from my neighbor to make beefsteak and my kids love
it. Once in a while, I buy 300 grams of beef (10.5 ounces) for about 50,000
VND (~2.2 USD) and my kids have a lovely meal.
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I’m working in a cafe now. Before that I worked as a housemaid. I quit because the employers didn’t trust me. They always suspected that I would
steal something. I didn’t like that. I found a job in a cafe. Soon, I started to
provide sex services because the salary from the cafe alone is not enough to
send my kids to school, to pay for their medical treatment and to provide for
ŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘ /ĚŽŶ͛ ƚǁ ĂŶƚƚŽǁ ŽƌŬĂƐƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƚĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/͛ ŵĂĨƌĂŝĚŽĨ/ ^͘ 
Some men don’t want to use condoms. If I had another career, I would quit
doing this. There is no future in this work.
K ŶĐĞ͕ /ƚƌŝĞĚƚŽůĞĂƌŶĂďŽƵƚĐƵƫ ŶŐŚĂŝƌďƵƚ/ĚŝĚŶ͛ ƚůĞĂƌŶĂůŽƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞ
place where I learned didn’t want to teach me much. They made me wash
ŚĂŝƌĂŶĚĚŽŵĂŶŝĐƵƌĞƐĂŶĚƉĞĚŝĐƵƌĞƐĂůůƚŚĞƟŵ Ğ͘ 
/ƉůĂŶƚŽĮ ŶŝƐŚŵ Ǉǀ ŽĐĂƟŽŶĂůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĂŶĚĮ ŶĚĂũŽďŝŶĂŚĂŝƌƐĂůŽŶŶĞĂƌ
where I live. I hope that the extra income coming from this new career will
ŚĞůƉŵĞƚŽƋƵŝƚƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ͕ ŽƌĂƚůĞĂƐƚ/ǁ ŽŶ͛ ƚďĞƚŽŽĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƚĞƚŽƌŝƐŬŵǇ
health and my life to have unsafe sex with clients.
I don’t dream. My life has been so hard. I don’t dare to dream. Right now is
ƚŚĞŵŽƐƚĚŝĸ ĐƵůƚƟŵĞŵǇŵǇůŝĨĞ͘ K ŌĞŶ͕ /Į ŶĚŵǇƐĞůĨĚĞĂůŝŶŐǁ ŝƚŚĂůůŬŝŶĚƐ
ŽĨĐŽƐƚƐ;ƐĐŚŽŽůĨĞĞƐ͕ ŵŝůŬ͕ ĚĞďƚ͕ ŚŽƵƐĞƌĞŶƚͿŝŶĂĚĂǇǁ ŚŝĐŚƐŽŵ ĞƟŵĞƐĐĂŶ
be 4 million VND (~179.24 USD). I cannot sleep many nights, thinking about
ǁ ŚĞƌĞƚŽĮ ŶĚƚŚĞŵŽŶĞǇ͘/ŶĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƚ ĞƟŵĞƐůŝŬĞƚŚĂƚ͕ /ǁ ŽƵůĚĂĐĐĞƉƚƚŽŚĂǀ Ğ
sex with clients without condoms to make more money.
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Poppy
/ǁ ĂƐďŽƌŶŝŶϭϵϴϵ͘ t ŚĞŶŵǇŵŽƚŚ Ğƌǁ ĂƐƉƌĞŐŶĂŶƚǁ ŝƚŚŵĞ͕ ŵ ǇĨĂƚŚĞƌůĞŌ
the family. I always wanted to have a father so that kids at school would stop
calling me “fatherless child.” When I was 12, he came back. I couldn’t imagine
how horrible it was to have him back. It was not as I imagined. He was violent
ĂŶĚĂĚĚŝĐƚĞĚƚŽŐĂŵďůŝŶŐ͘ , ĞŽŌĞŶďĞĂƚŵĞĂŶĚŵǇŵŽŵ͘ , ĞĚŝĚŶ͛ ƚďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ
ƚŚĂƚ/ǁ ĂƐŚŝƐĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁ Ś ĞŶŚ ĞůĞŌ͕ Ś ĞĚŝĚŶ͛ ƚŬŶŽǁ ƚŚĂƚŵ ǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ
was pregnant. My mother encouraged me to escape my family. I went to Saigon when I was 14, all by myself. I came back to visit my family once during
the last 12 years. I stopped going to school ninth grade. My older brother and
sister didn’t ﬁnish elementary school. If I had a chance to go to university, I
would like to become a police oﬃcer. I would clean up all of the gambling
places. I hate those places so much.
My husband and I have just separated. My ﬁve year old son is living with his
grandparents in Vung Tau. I send them money to take care of my son. I’m
living in a house for rent in Binh Tan.
I would like to have the proper skills to ﬁnd proper jobs so that my income
will more stable. I have experience working for hair salons. I can do manicures and wash hair. Now, with AAT’s loan, I’m going to learn more about
make-ƵƉĂŶĚĐƵƫ ŶŐŚĂŝƌ͘ D ǇŐŽĂůŝƐƚŽĮ ŶĚĞǆƚƌĂŝŶĐŽŵ ĞĂŶĚǁ ŝƚŚĚƌĂǁ ĐŽŵͲ
ƉůĞƚĞůǇĨƌŽŵƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ͘ 
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USURY
“Tiền vay” – “Loan”: For every one million VND, the creditor has to pay 200,000
s E  ŽĨƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĂŵŽŶƚŚ;ϮϬй ĂŵŽŶƚŚͿ͘K ŶĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚƚŚĂƚƐŚĞ
borrowed 5 million VND this year and every month, she has to pay one million
VND of interest.
“Tiền góp” –͞ ŽůůĞĐƟŶŐůŽĂŶ͟ ͗ &ŽƌĞǀ ĞƌǇŽŶĞŵŝůůŝŽŶs E  ͕ ƚŚ ĞĐƌĞĚŝƚŽƌŚĂƐƚŽ
pay 60,000 VND a day for 20 days, which makes 1,2 million VND (interest and
the original loan)
“Tiền đứng” – “Standing loan”: For every one million VND, the creditor has to
pay 10,000 VND a day of interest, which makes the interest 30% a month. A mother owes 10 million VND of “standing loan”. She is paying 100,000 VND a day of
interest.

50
-50-

Picture by Laurent Weyl /Argos.

“In some parts of the world, students are going to
school every day. It' s their normal life. But in
other parts of the world, we are starving for education... it' s like a precious gift. It' s like a diamond.”
- Malala Yousafzai

“Vocational education programs have made a
real difference in the lives of countless young
people nationwide; they build self-confidence and
leadership skills by allowing students to utilize
their unique gifts and talents.”
- Conrad Burns

51
-51-

AAT is a French non-ŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĂůŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ
ǁ ŝƚŚŽŶĞĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶŝŶdŚĂŝůĂŶĚĂŶĚƚǁ ŽƌĞͲ
gional oﬃces in Thailand and Vietnam. CollecƟǀ ĞůǇ͕AAT has more than twenty years of professional experience and lessons learned from the ﬁeld.
AATŝƐƵŶŝƋƵĞƚ ŚĂŶŬƐƚŽŝƚƐŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂůƚĂƐŬĨŽƌĐĞŶĞƚǁ ŽƌŬǁ ŝƚŚůŽĐĂůƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ
ŝŶĮ ŌĞĞŶĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐǁ ŽƌůĚǁ ŝĚĞ͕ ŝƚƐĚŝƌĞĐƚĮ ĞůĚĂĐƟŽŶƐŝŶĮ ǀ ĞĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐŽĨ^ŽƵƚŚͲ
east Asia ĂŶĚŝƚƐƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉĂŶĚƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉǁ ŝƚŚƌĞŐŝŽŶĂůŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ͘ 
AAT VietnamŝƐĂƉŝŽŶĞĞƌŝŶŐE ' K ͕ ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞĮ ƌƐƚŵ ŽĚĞůƐŽĨĂĐƟŽŶƚŽ
ƚĂĐŬůĞƚŚĞĐĂƵƐĞƐĂŶĚĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐŽĨŚƵŵĂŶƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐĂŶĚƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶ
in Vietnam over the past Į ŌĞĞŶǇĞĂƌƐ͘ 
AAT Vietnam ŝƐĂŶŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƌƵŶďǇĨŽƵƌƋƵĂůŝĮ ĞĚƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐŽŶŚƵŵ ĂŶ
science research and social work and eight peer-educators who are capable of
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶƐƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚďǇ d͛ ƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂŶĚ
projects.
Our goal:
͘ dŽĞůŝŵŝŶĂƚĞĨŽƌĐĞĚƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶŝŶĂůůŝƚƐĨŽƌŵƐ͕ ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƐĞǆƵĂůĂďƵƐĞ͕ 
ĨŽƌĐĞĚƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂŶĚƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐŝŶǁ Žŵ ĞŶĂŶĚŵ ŝŶŽƌƐ͘
Our mission:
͘ dŽĮ ŐŚƚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶŽĨǁ ŽŵĞŶĂŶĚŵŝŶŽƌƐ͘
. To protect women and minors.
͘ dŽƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƚĂŶĚƌĞĚƵĐĞƚŚĞƌŝƐŬŽĨƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶ͘
͘ dŽďƵŝůĚƉŽƐŝƟǀ ĞĂƫ ƚƵĚĞƐŽŶŐĞŶĚĞƌŝƐƐƵĞƐ͘
͘ dŽƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĂŶĚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞƌŽŽƚĐĂƵƐĞƐŽĨƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶ͘
52
-52-

AAT’S PROGRAMS FOR VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING AND SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION AND AT-RISK POPULATION IN VIETNAM
At the local level :
-ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŽŶƌĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀ ĞŚĞĂůƚŚĂŶĚŽŶƐĞǆƌĞůĂƚĞĚƌŝƐŬƐ͕ ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚŝŶŐƚŽŽůƐ
for self-ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶĨƌŽŵƐĞǆƵĂůĂďƵƐĞ͕ ĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞƌŝƐŬƐŽĨŚƵŵĂŶ
traﬃcking.
- Outreach program with skilled peer educators approaching women and
ƚĞĞŶĂŐĞƌƐŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚŝŶƉƌŽƐƟƚƵƟŽŶŽŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ͕ ŝŶƉĂƌŬƐ͕ ĐĂĨĞƐ͕ ŬĂƌĂŽŬĞƉĂƌͲ
ůŽƌƐĂŶĚƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚƐ͘ dƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐŵĞŶƚĂůĂŶĚƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůŚ ĞĂůƚŚ͕ ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŽŶ
ƐĂĨĞƐĞǆƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͕ ĐŽŶĚŽŵƐĂŶĚƌĞĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐŝŽŶƚŚƌŽƵŐŚǀ ŽĐĂƟŽŶĂůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĂŶĚ
micro loans.
-&ŽůůŽǁ ƵƉ͕ ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĨŽƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂƚ ƌŝƐŬƚŽďĞĐŽŵ Ğǀ ŝĐƟŵ Ɛ
ŽĨƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƐĞǆƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐ͘
 ƚƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶĂůůĞǀ Ğů͗
-ZĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƌĞŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŽŶĨŽƌǀ ŝĐƟŵ ƐŽĨƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐĂŶĚƐĞǆƵĂůĞǆͲ
ƉůŽŝƚĂƟŽŶƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŵŝĐƌŽůŽĂŶƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĨŽƌǀ ŽĐĂƟŽŶĂůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĂŶĚƐŵĂůůďƵƐŝͲ
nesses.
- Advocacy and capacity building and for governmental oﬃcials whose
ǁ ŽƌŬŝƐƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐǀ ŝĐƟŵƐŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵ ŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘
- Hotline service ƚŽĐŽůůĞĐƚĂŶĚƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵ ĂƟŽŶƌĞůĂƚĞĚƚŽƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐ
cases to competent agencies: +84 902 944 334
 ƚƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂůůĞǀ Ğů͗
-ZĞƐĐƵĞĂŶĚƌĞƉĂƚƌŝĂƟŽŶŽĨƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐǀ ŝĐƟŵ Ɛ͕ ĂƐǁ ĞůůĂƐƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐƐĞƌͲ
ǀ ŝĐĞƐĨŽƌƚƌĂĸ ĐŬŝŶŐǀ ŝĐƟŵƐ͘ &ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞǀ ŝƐŝƚ͗ ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ
ĂůůŝĂŶĐĞĂŶƟƚƌĂĮ Đ͘ ŽƌŐͬ ĂĂƚǀ ŝĞƚŶĂŵͬ ĂĂƚ-service-proposed
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IF YOU ARE INTERESTED
IN SPONSORING ANY
OF THESE CHILDREN
AND/OR
WOMEN,
PLEASE CONTACT US AT:

“Let
us
make
our
future now,
and let us
make
our
d r e a m s
tomorrow ' s
reality .”

VNACTION@ALLIANCEANTITRAFIC.ORG

M a l a l a
Yousafzai

Contact us for more information at:
thailand@allianceantitrafic.org
vietnam@allianceantitrafic.org
Follow us on Facebook for updates on human
trafficking in the region and on our work:
www.facebook.com/AllianceAntiTrafic
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Picture by Laurent Weyl /Argos.

www.facebook.com/aatvietnam
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